Name

Chapter 2, exercise J

J Read the following passages in phonetic transcription. The first, which represents
a form of British English of the kind I speak myself, is a broad transcription. The
second, which represents an American pronunciation typical of a Midwestern or far
Western speaker, is slightly narrower, showing a few allophones. By this time you
should be able to read transcriptions of different forms of English, although you may
have difficulty in pronouncing each word exactly as it is represented. Nevertheless, read
each passage several times and try to pronounce it as indicated. Take care to put the
stresses on the correct syllables, and say the unstressed syllables with the vowels as
shown.

Now listen to these passages on the CD, and comment on any problems with the
transcriptions.

British English

1t 1z 'posabl to traen'skrarb fo'netikl:

'‘eni 'atrons, 1n 'en1 'lenggwids,

i 'sevrol 'difront 'weiz

'0l ov 0om 'juziy di 'elfobet ond kon'ven nz

ov 0i 'a1 'pi 'erl.

0o 'serm 'Oy 1z '‘posobl

wid 'moust 'Ad0o mtao'nafonl fo'netik '&lfobets.

o traen'skrip/n witf 1z 'me1d bar 'juziyg 'letoz ov 3o 'simplist 'posabl '[eips,
on 1n 89 'simplist '‘posobl 'nambo,

1z 'kold o 'simpl fou'nimik traen'skrip/n.

American English
(This transcription includes a new symbol, [r], which will be discussed more fully in the
next chapter. Here it represents the form of /t/ that occurs between vowels.)

1f 80 'nambor ov 'difront 'lerorz 1z 'mor den 0o 'minomom
oz do'faind o'bav

0o traen'skrip/n wil 'nat bi o fo'nimik,

bor on ®lo'fanik wan.

'sam ov 09 'founimz, '0a&r 1z to 'sel,

wil br repro'zentod bar 'mor don 'wan 'difront 'stmbl.

in 'Ado~ 'w3xdz 'sam 'elofounz ov 'sam 'founimz



wil br 'siggld 'aut fo- 'reprozen'terfn m 0o traen'skrip/n,
'hens 8o 't3m '&lo'fanik.

(Both the above passages are adapted from David Abercrombie, English Phonetic Texts
[Salem, N.H.: Faber & Faber, 1964].)
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